
Concerning Universal Absolution in 2017 with Notes

Dear brethren,

This edition of Mir Salazar's letter Concerning Universal Absolution in 2017 contains 
additional commentary or notes in hopes of assisting the brethren in the Religion of Light in 
gaining better insights in reference to Mir Mahvar's and Mir Salazar's instructions. My 
comments and notes appear in {{double brackets, and bold italics.}} The text I am 
commenting on is highlighted in yellow.

If there are any questions regarding the commentary or for additional clarification on the 
letter, please contact me or one of the senior elders of the faith.

May the Creator bless you,

Michael A. Tarendra
2 July 2017

Greetings to the brethren,

This letter is to be read in all the congregations, assemblies, and correspondence offices no 
later than July 15, 2017.

{{Mir Salazar is instructing the brethren in congregations, assemblies, correspondence 
offices and others such as individuals, families, study groups, etc. to make sure this letter is
read by the 15th of July of this year. It is of great importance. This is not a general 
announcement, but is related to the spiritual benefit of the entire Assembly of the faith. 
The letter is intended for members of the various spiritual communities within the Religion
of Light.}}

It has been more than ten years since the last rite of universal absolution was granted to the 
entire Assembly of the Religion of Light. The time has come again for this very special rite to 
be observed for the benefit of all members of the various Spiritual Communities within the 
Religion of Light.

{{I believe this was in 2006 when the Teacher of Righteousness performed this important 
ritual on behalf of the entire Assembly. The following year the Covenant of the Book of 
Presence was announced, and took place in September 2007. This was another major 
historical event in the spiritual life of the Assembly.}}
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There are three specific reasons behind this need, especially at this point in humanity's 
existence: 

1) the increase of new members over the last ten years who did not benefit from the 
previous absolution,

{{The increase of new members has especially been evident in some eastern countries, 
especially among women who have left the religion of Islam as was prophesied by the 
Divine Messengers.  These new members came in after the Universal Absolution of 2006.}}
 

2) the fact that there are many who have not been able to receive the Holy Seal due to
not having a cleric in their particular congregation, 

{{In many locations where the brethren congregate, there are no appointed clerics to 
administer the Holy Sea – what some refer to as “confirmation” or “chrismation”.}}

3) the Living Spirit has called for the people of the Religion of Light to prepare for their
future, and that the first step in this preparation is to become cleansed.

{{We might refer to the Living Spirit as the “voice of the Creator”, or the “Very Will and 
Presence”. As children of the faith, regardless of our spiritual community in the greater 
Religion of Light, we are being instructed to prepare for what the future holds. How do we 
prepare and what does the future hold? In many messages that have been written in the 
past, we are told exactly how to prepare. Some of these points include:

a) worshipping only the Creator 
b) being vigilant to the signs of the times, 
c) remaining steadfast in our faith even in the face of trials, 
d)  making sure we are spending our time wisely,
e) not permitting our family/friends to persuade us from truths we have learned,
f) living a virtuous life, teaching our children and others to practise the virtues,
g) being attentive to the needs of others (even those outside the faith),
h) being faithful in observing the commandment of alms-giving and tithing,
...and many other points.

We have been given many promises concerning the future, in relation to our future 
heavenly home and concerning the development of affairs on earth – blessings for the 
Father's people and curses for those who refuse to give themselves to the Creator's 
service. What a grand privilege it is to know that we can have a part in the overall plan of 
our Heavenly Father. May each of us remain faithful in our worship of the Creator and 
steadfast in all His requirements. }}
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Mir Mahvar has established a simple criteria for those who wish to benefit from the 
Universal Absolution:

{{Most of the brethren within the Assembly are aware that Mir Mahvar is a celestial 
being. He has a twin brother known as Mir Mehrshad. They are often referred to as the 
“Celestial Twins.” They were brought into existence by the Father's will for the era in which
we are living today. }}

1) Prayers asking the Father forgiveness of sins and transgressions committed.

{{Whatever sins we have committed, or whatever transgressions we have made against 
the commandments, we are to ask forgiveness. The Scriptures assure of that the Father 
forgives a contrite heart and that He welcomes the one who repents and returns to His 
sheep-fold.}}

2) Prayers petitioning the angels and other celestial beings to assist other members 
that they be attentive to the urging of the Spirit of holiness and the seriousness of what this 
absolution means. 

{{There are certain angels and celestial beings that were created by the Father to serve as 
special messengers. They are here for each one of us to gain strength, to have better 
understanding of certain situations, and to petition to assist others. If you have never 
asked the holy messengers of the Father to help you or others, this is the time to do so.}}

3) Prayers asking that the Spirit of holiness continue to guide the clergy of the 
Assembly of the Religion of Light and the clerics, elders and the lay-clerics of the various 
Spiritual Communities so they may be a shining light to the laity.

{{We know that the Spirit of holiness – sometimes called the Holy Spirit – guides those 
who lead the Assembly, and those who are associated with it. We are to ask that she 
guide our beloved clergy and others so they may assist the sheep in which they have been 
appointed to shepherd.}}

4) Make an offering according to your means to the headquarters of the assembly, and
if this is not possible, give to an honorable charitable organization.

{{Sometimes some of the brethren struggle to put money aside for alms-giving or tithes 
while at the same time trying to provide for their families or pay for expensive 
medications or other expenses. The Assembly has always taught that everyone should do 
what they can. Even the smallest amount can be put aside and collected over a period of 
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time and then sent to the headquarters, even if you think it isn't enough. The fact is, if you 
sacrifice according to your means, you will be blessed a great deal.}}

5) Optionally, you may wish to undergo a spiritual bath, reciting your own prayers 
asking for guidance, especially concerning being prepared for the future.

{{This spiritual bath is no ordinary bath or shower you would take to become clean after 
becoming soiled in some manner. While it is a physical act, it has spiritual significance. You
should think of yourself as washing away all the filth from the past that has accumulated 
because of the forgotten sins where atonement was not made. Think about the Spirit of 
holiness washing all the filth away. After this, ask for guidance from above and ask how 
you can be part of the plan that the Creator has for the future.}}

The prayers mentioned above, are not found in a liturgical text, but instead, should be from 
the heart, and said to the best of your ability. The Father knows your heart.

{{While liturgical prayers can be very helpful, emotionally moving, helpful in connecting to
the divine, and beautiful to recite, sometimes it is necessary to speak from the heart. This 
is what the celestial beings are instructing us to do in this particular case with these 
prayers. Speak to the Creator like you would your best friend. Confide in Him, and after 
speaking with your Friend, given Him thanks for always being there. If for some reason 
you are unable to recite something from the heart, it is acceptable to use a liturgical text. 
The book of Psalms in the Hebrew Scriptures is a prayer book. It would be appropriate to 
use this in most spiritual communities.}}

Thus, if the criteria above is followed properly and the special instructions for observances 
beginning in August (mentioned below), members will receive the benefit of this absolution.

{{Mir Salazar, another celestial servant of the Assembly, is making an important point 
here. As part of our covenant, regardless of the spiritual community in which we identify, 
it is our obligation to abide by the instructions provided to us through such verified divine 
revelation. We have specific instructions to follow as outlined throughout this letter. We 
are told that if we abide by all of the instructions in a proper manner, that we will then 
benefit from the rite of Universal Absolution. This point can not be stressed enough. There 
are certain criteria that we are obliged to follow up to the day of the rite, and thereafter 
for the rest of our lives. Once again, this is something that keeps us bound to the covenant 
which we made promises to follow.}}

For those who do not fully understand what this term is, Universal Absolution, simply put, is 
the cleansing of all previous sins, transgressions, and spiritual guilt that individual members 
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have been carrying with them. This means that all sins have been removed by the 
commandment of the Living Spirit and by the power of the Godhead. This also provides a 
clear conduit for the Spirit of holiness to provide each member, who did not previously 
receive it, the Holy Seal. While the Holy Seal is permanent, Universal Absolution does not 
entitle a person to sin with the thought that the absolution they received previously would 
cover additional sins. In other words, if a person sins after receiving absolution, they 
continue to carry that sin with them. However, the Father knows that humans transgress 
every day and that the flesh is weak. Thus, the Godhead has authorized the establishment of
additional practices for those who are sincere, who make amends for sins committed after 
receiving absolution, to have those sins remitted, especially if they are sins that grieve the 
Cross of Light.

{{I have refrained from making comments on paragraph above because I believe Mir 
Salazar made this quite clear for us. However, I would like to say that, for those who are 
not familiar with the phrase “Cross of Light,” it is used in some spiritual communities to 
refer to the life-giving breath that was given to all of creation by the Father. When we 
speak of “grieving” or “causing harm to” the Cross of Light, this can refer to unnecessary 
death – such as wasting meat or dairy products, the accidental killing of animals, 
unnecessary destruction of forests or individual trees, and so on.}}

Mir Mahvar stated that after the Universal Absolution has taken place, that beginning with 
the month of August 2017, members should be in the daily habit praying for the Rabbah of 
the Religion of Light (Rabbah Rish'kahni), for his health and continued guidance of the Spirit 
of holiness. Additionally, all adult members should be making food offerings (according to 
their means) to the headquarters. For those who can not send actual food items, monetary 
gifts can be sent so that food can be obtained. The Living Spirit has established that, for now 
on, food offerings are to be the standard practice of all communities within the Religion of 
Light. The Living Spirit has also communicated that these food offerings will ensure the 
removal of transgressions committed against the Living Cross of Light. In addition to these 
requirements, members who are able, are to erect a simple altar or prayer corner in their 
homes to recite their daily prayers, including the prayers on behalf of the Rabbah, and to 
make small offerings of water, tea or coffee, rice or fruits and vegetables. Instructions on 
these particular practices will be published within a few days of this letter being distributed.

{{In the above paragraph, Mir Salazar brings out the additional requirements for each of 
us after the rite of Universal Absolution has taken place. I will make notes on each of these
as needed.

1) Rabbah Rish'kahni is the brother who was appointed by the Teacher of 
Righteousness to guide the Assembly's earthly affairs, while the Teacher of Righteousness 
is guiding the affairs of the Assembly on more of a celestial plane. He is the biological 
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brother of the Teacher of Righteousness and suffers from many of the same illnesses as 
Mar Chayim bar Ya'aqub ha'Tzadik. Because of Rabbah's many responsibilities, we should 
be praying for him and his health and that the Spirit of holiness continue to guide his 
footsteps in the faith and his hands in distributing holy food to the Father's sheep on 
earth. 

2) We are instructed to make “food offerings.” For those not familiar with this 
phrase, it is another phrase for “alms-giving.” In the Assembly, “alms” usually consist of 
food or funds to purchase food. These special alms are provided to Rabbah or to the 
Teacher of Righteousness. The result is the same. The Father has created a plan whereby 
our alms-giving can bring about forgiveness of transgressions. Alms-giving and tithing are 
two separate offerings. While there are some cases where tithing can be interchanged 
with some form of meaningful work on behalf of the Assembly, alms-giving is a sacrifice 
that is required of each one of us regardless of whether we are laymen or clerics. Some 
individuals who are not able to send actual food items, send an alms-giving financial 
offering which is then used to purchase food on behalf of the person who made the 
offering. This is by far the easiest and most economical means of making alms-giving. 
Otherwise, actual food items would need to be sent, often times across borders, by air or 
ship and across state lines. These food items usually do not make it to their intended 
destination due to spoilage, loss by carrier or theft by border control agents. With the 
advent of the electronic age and the means to instantly wire funds to one another, alms-
giving funds can be transferred to Rabbah with great ease. Our Creator, through the Living
Spirit, has made it known to us, in our own era, that this type of alms-giving is to be the 
standard practice. Even if your offering is small, it adds up to a great deal when all of us 
work together to bring our food-offering to the table. Excess amounts of food are provided
to others who are in need. Any excess funds are used to purchase food until those funds 
are depleted.

3) Furthermore, we have instructions to put an altar in our homes. For some this 
might be a simple prayer corner, such as a small shelf in a corner. As stated, we stand 
before the altar or prayer corner to recite “daily prayers, including the prayers on behalf of
the Rabbah, and to make small offerings of water, tea or coffee, rice or fruits and 
vegetables.” This is also the place to give praise and thanksgiving to our Father the 
Creator for His many blessings. This altar or prayer corner, if you do not already have one, 
should reflect the traditions and customs of the spiritual community in which you are 
affiliated. Ask the elders of your community or the senior elders of the Assembly for 
assistance concerning items that you may wish to have on your altar. For those who have 
already set up altars in their homes, most likely you have already become accustomed to 
praying before it regularly. }}
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This special Universal Absolution begins on the evening of Tuesday, July 25 and concludes on
the evening of Wednesday, July 26. Mir Mahvar, Mir Mehrshad, and Rabbah Rish'kahni will 
perform the necessary duties involved with the Universal Absolution from a location that has
been chosen by the Living Spirit. The remaining three days (July 27-29) should be utilized for 
prayer, contemplation, meditation and thanksgiving for this unique gift.

It is my prayer that all of the sons and daughters of the One Spirit, our loving Father and 
Creator, realize the seriousness of what Universal Absolution is, and that they take this 
opportunity to become cleansed, so they may stand before the Creator wholeheartedly and 
serve Him without stain from the world. I pray that each member of the Assembly of the 
Religion of Light, follow the practices of special prayers and offerings established by the 
Living Spirit, so they may benefit their own souls and those of others.

May the light of the Creator shine upon you always.

Mir Salazar
June 29, 2017

{{As a final comment, for those who for some reason that is our of their control unable to 
meet the requirements outlined above in time for the date of 25 July 2017, another date 
will be established. It is very important that you be ready and remember the date. This is 
not some social event or a new film that we can easily ignore or cancel. This could very 
well be one of the most important dates in our lives.}}

{{If you require further clarification on Mir Salazar's letter or from the comments I have 
added, please contact me.  Write to communications@religionoflight.org In the subject 
line type “Attention: Michael A. Tarendra”. }}
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